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1/ Possible trade errors in reporting or recording exports of corn 
and grain sorghum seed may have distorted any totals and unit price 
averages that include those seeds. 


Exports Reach $50.4 Million 


U.S. exports of seeds for planting totaled $50.4 million for the 
July-October 1981, 25 percent below a year earlier but 11 percent above 
the same period in 1979. Vegetable seed exports, $20.7 million, about 
equalled last year and made up 41 percent of all seed exports. Forage 
and turf seed exports continued at a low level, totaling $14.6 million, 
19 percent below the 1980 level. Corn and grain sorghum seed exports of 
$3.3 and $3.7 million were down 61 and 54 percent, respectively. 


Shipments to the European Community continue at a reduced level, 
totaling $8.3 million, 39 percent below last year. Forage and turf seeds 
continued to make up the larger portion of the decline. Vegetable seed 
movement was better, totaling $4.6 million, but 7 percent below last year. 
Corn seed shipments started earlier this year, with 159 metric tons shipped 
to the Netherlands during October. 


Exports to Mexico were 4 percent above last year at $12.7 million, 
and made up one quarter of total exports. Alfalfa and vegetable seeds 
made up about two-thirds of the total value of shipments to Mexico. Canada 
and Venezuela were also important markets in the Western Hemisphere with 
shipments of $3.8 and $2.6 million, respectively. 


Japan continues as the number two destination with purchases of $4.8 
million. Substantial increases were noted in shipments to Australia, 
Saudi Arabia, and the Republic of South Africa. 


Shipments of all forage seeds were down except for certified alfalfa 
seeds, annual ryegrass, and timothy seeds. Beet, carrot, cucumber, lettuce, 
pepper, radish, spinach, and watermelon seeds all contributed to the 
stability of vegetable seed exports. Sales of flower seeds continued to 
be strong at $1.9 million, an increase of 64 percent over last year. 


Trade Alert 


Peru: The requirement that U.S. origin alfalfa seed be certified for freedom 
from virus diseases has been eliminated. Certification that the alfalfa seed 
is free from dodder and fumigated is still required. Additional information is 
available from: Export Section, Plant Protection and Quarantine, Animal 

and Plant Health Inspection Service, Hyattsville, Maryland, 20782. 


Prepared by Tobacco, Cotton, and Seeds Division 
FAS, USDA, Washington, D. C. 20250. For further 
information, call (202) 382-9491 
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